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Whether you have 
something to throw 
away or questions about 
where your waste is 
going, Nexa can help you 
get rid of your trash and 
trust that you are doing it 
in a way that keeps Utah 
beautiful and clean.

We are the 
next-generation waste 
solution, here to serve 
our community!

WHERE
DOES
MY TRASH
GO?

WASTE
BINS1

GARBAGE and RECYCLING 
are collected from the bins 
at your home by a contracted 
waste hauler.

BAYVIEW
LANDFILL5

At the Bayview Landfill, 
the GARBAGE is unloaded, 
compacted, and buried.

GARBAGE &
RECYCLING
TRUCKS

2
GARBAGE and RECYCLING 
trucks transport waste to the 
Dry Creek Transfer Station.

TRANSFER
STATION3

At the Transfer Station, GARBAGE 
and RECYCLABLES are pushed 
into their own compactors that 
form the waste or recyclables into 
a bale. The compacted bales are 
loaded into hauling trucks.

RECYCLING
CENTER6

At the MRF, RECYCLABLES are sorted 
and then sold to manufacturers to be 
broken down and made into new 
products that can be sold and 
purchased in our community.

HAULING
TRUCKS4

Hauling trucks are filled with the 
compacted waste bales. GARBAGE is 
taken 33 miles away to the Bayview 
Landfill. RECYCLABLES are hauled to 
a Material Recovery Facility (MRF).
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Sorting waste into the right bins is one of the easiest ways to make sure Utah’s trash and 
recycling are handled the right way. Your efforts at home really make a difference in our 

community! Here are some common examples of what goes in which bin:
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When people put things in the recycling bin that don’t belong,  
it can cause problems. Not everything can be recycled!  

Let’s keep recycling easy by only adding items that are accepted.

These items need to be sorted into the right bin. Fill in the blanks with the 
correct items, then use the numbers to solve the riddle below!
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GARBAGE &
RECYCLING
VEHICLES
The Transfer Station handles lots of 
traffic—sometimes 600 to 800 cars 
and trucks a day! From garbage and 
recycling trucks to family cars and 
business vehicles, each one helps 
keep our community clean and 
organized.
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Sometimes, the first step toward 
real change is a change in attitude...

WAIT! We can turn this around! Read each line from 
the bottom to the top and see how changing 

attitudes can change EVERYTHING!
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Sometimes, the first step toward 
real change is a change in attitude...

WAIT! We can turn this around! Read each line from 
the bottom to the top and see how changing 

attitudes can change EVERYTHING!

Single-stream recycling means you put all your recyclables—like paper, cardboard, plastic, and 
cans—into one bin. They get sorted at the recycling center (MRF) later, making it easier for you!
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Recycling is a very_______  process! Here's how it happens:

FIRST, put your recyclables, like_______  and_______  , in your 

_______  recycling bin. The recycling truck will come by to _______  

your bin!

NEXT, the truck will bring all the recyclables from your neighborhood to the Transfer 

Station and_______  them on the tipping f loor into a pile that can grow up to 

_______  feet high and______     feet wide. A loader will push the pile into 

the compactor, which will______  everything into an 8-foot by 8-foot cube. 

NEXT, a transfer truck takes the recyclables to the Material Recovery Facility, also 

known as the _______  , which is full of _______  machines that help 

sort the recyclables! Magnets are used to sort out items like_______  

and_______  . _______  screens and_______  tunnels 

will_______  all of the _______   items.

Once all the recyclables are sorted, they can be purchased by companies and made 

into_______  products like_______  and_______  . 

Isn't that TRULY AMAZING?!

1. ADJECTIVE

2. PLURAL NOUN 3. PLURAL NOUN

4. ADJECTIVE 5. VERB

6. VERB

9. VERB

10. SILLY NAME

7. NUMBER 8. NUMBER

12. PLURAL NOUN

13. PLURAL NOUN 14. ADJECTIVE 15. ADJECTIVE

11. ADJECTIVE

16. VERB 17. ADJECTIVE

18. ADJECTIVE 19. PLURAL NOUN 20. PLURAL NOUN

WASTE
MANAGEMENT
CAREERS
Waste management careers are all 
about finding smart ways to handle 
trash, protect nature, and even turn 
waste into new resources. Let’s meet 
some of the people making a 
difference every day!
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Choose a reusable
lunch bag.

Find a new use 
for an old jar.

Bring my family
to the Transfer Station

education room.

Check the recycling 
number on plastic items 

that my family uses.

Swap a product for 
something more 

renewable.

Donate or sell toys
and clothing I’ve 

outgrown.

Set up a recycling 
bin at home to make 

sorting easy. 

Carry a reusable water 
bottle instead of buying 

disposable.

Remind my family to bring trash
with rechargeable batteries to

the Transfer Station.

Talk to my family
about household
hazardous waste.

Display a poster showing 
what to put in the 

recycling bin.
Bring my own 
shopping bag.

SMALL ACTIONS,  
BIG DIFFERENCE

Every small action helps make a BIG difference for our community 
and future generations! Circle two things you’d like to do.

©
 2025 Your Very Favorite | C

reated for N
exa | For educational use only | suvsw

d.org



ANSWERS



Content developed by Your Very Favorite  
in collaboration with Nexa, a division of 
South Utah Valley Solid Waste District.

Come visit the Dry Creek Transfer Station to 
explore the Education Room, learn more about 
waste management, or drop off your trash!

South Utah Valley Solid Waste District
DRY CREEK TRANSFER STATION

518 West 3450 North
Spanish Fork, Utah 84660

801-489-3027  •  suvswd.org

What happens to our trash at the landfill?
Our state-of-the-art landfill is designed to last over 
100 years, even with our growing population! Trash 
is carefully buried in layers that include protective 
barriers to prevent soil and water contamination. 
This ensures long-term environmental 
stewardship for future generations.

How does our trash turn into energy?
As trash decomposes, methane gas is produced. 
Instead of releasing this harmful gas into the air, 
the landfill collects it and converts it into clean 
natural gas. This process reduces emissions and 
turns waste into a valuable renewable energy 
resource. 

What should I do with items  
containing hazardous materials?
Items like motor oil, paint, and cleaners shouldn’t 
go in the trash or recycling. You can drop them off 
at the Transfer Station.

What do I do with batteries  
and old electronics?
Rechargeable batteries (like lithium batteries) 
and old electronics should never go in the trash 
or recycling bin. They often cause dangerous fires 
and they contain harmful substances that could 
pollute the environment. Instead, bring them 
to the Transfer Station for disposal. We’ll handle 
them safely, recover valuable materials, and 
ensure they’re reused or recycled responsibly to 
reduce waste and conserve resources.

What goes in the recycling bin?
Cardboard, paper, food boxes, aluminum cans, 
steel (tin) cans, and plastic containers labeled  
      and       . Make sure they are clean and dry.

What items do NOT go in the recycling bin?
Avoid recycling anything not on the list. Some 
common items you shouldn’t recycle include 
plastic bags, foam containers, food waste, and 
wax-coated cartons (like juice or milk cartons). 

Do I need to rinse containers  
before recycling?
Yes, rinse food and drink containers to keep 
recycling clean. Leftover food and liquid make 
the materials harder to process and may 
contaminate the entire load, causing the whole 
batch to be sent to the landfill.

Why can’t I bag my recyclables?
Plastic bags and bagged recyclables jam sorting 
machines. Always place recyclables loose in the 
bin so they can be sorted properly. 

Where can I recycle glass?
Utah County does not offer curbside glass 
recycling, but you can bring your glass to the 
Transfer Station for recycling.

Why should I recycle?  
Does it really make a difference?
Recycling saves resources, reduces landfill 
waste, and protects the environment. Each 
year, more Utahns are choosing to recycle, 
keeping valuable materials out of landfills and 
contributing to a cleaner future. Thank you for 
recycling! Every person makes a difference!

RECYCLING LANDFILL

HAZARDOUS WASTE


